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Introduction

The Planning Approach

The City of Kimball contracted with the Panhandle Area Development
District to update the city’s comprehensive plan and zoning ordinance.

The planning process included:

* areview of historical planning documents

* land use and housing inventories

* demographic and economic research

* a community needs survey prepared by the Panhandle Area
Development District and distributed by the local Boy Scouts. A
copy of the survey summary is attached as Appendix 1.

* a visioning session conducted with the Kimball Planning
Commission and general public present at the meeting

* interviews of city staff'to collect information on public facilities
and utilities

* the use of aerial photography and GIS to prepare land use and
future development plan maps

* numerous meetings with the Planning Commission to review
date, goals, policy and community input.



"Ymo18 ssauisng pue juswiAojdwe [BUOTIPPE UT Pajnsal
HOS UOUONISUCd SIYJ, 'Z96] UI S.OfS SMISSIU UBWAINUIA Jo Xojdurod
I15eA B AQ POMOJJO] [96] Ul UMO} JO TINOS PIIONISUOD SBM OIS O[ISSIU
SEIY Uy " VS[] - JOIUD)) SMISSIA],, ‘S8 UOTIOUNSIP ISYIOUE SUIBD WOOq S}
Bumoroy Aorerpoury  Juowrdo[eAIp MaU Jo [eap 18218 ® Suumds s, 0561
oy} Suump pajgnop uey; siow woyemdod sy pue ¢ eyseigaN jo [onde) po.,
‘apn oY) paures [equiry] 'S 0S6T ) Ul 10 JO AI10A00SIp Y} £q POMOPRYSIIAO
oM ‘axmmouSe pue peROIRI O} SB UONS ‘SIOUSNPUI OWUOU0Id ARy
"§9[940 1SNq %y WOOq [eISASS PIdusLadxs sey AJOISIY SNUOUOID S [[equurs|

"yeIone 9F1e} 1EPOWWOOO. O] PIUSYPITUS] PUR POIINIISUOD SEM ARMUNI
Arewnad mou e s podiry [Jequuryy oY) £861 U "S91eIS PO WIDISOM Y1 UL
S9IMOJ JUDjoNI} PIJSABI} ISIIARSY S} JO SUO UWBIIQ PUB £/ 6] O} 696 WOL
BOIR O} UI PIIONIISUOD SBM (f IRISIOM] 'S, 0061 AJ¥eo 9yl Ul PoIoNIsuod
sem ‘0gy AemyStH 'S ‘AemySiH JeUOWSN UOOUI] oYL AJUnWOD
fexymouse oYy Joj doinosar Fuiddys se wvore oy o) juepodwr urewal
0} SONUIIUOD PROITRI 9y} ‘[L6] Ul PANUIUOISIP SeM 20[Ales JoFuassed [rex
ySnoypry uswdorassy s, Jequursy ux 9]0 [eopud e paked sey uoneuodsusiy,

“Ayj1De] [011U0D POoy)
PUB UOWBAIISUOD SJP[M UOLEDIINDI SB PIIDNIISUCIII SBM O] 9I0B (8T
UL, '6L61 UL JINGII 3q O3 WEp Sy} PIMO[Je JuIpuny 31els YILm UONEUIGUIOD
Ul NOPo [e00] SAISSBWI Yy PAUTRID SBM 9)E] 9§} PUB SJUSUN SUIEDS(
Wep 3G} usyM 9.6 [Hun siowrey AS[BA s[0daSpo] 01 Jatem wonsSun
popir0Id NOATSSIY JSATI)  “I[ING SBM WIED NIOAIISSY JOANO Y3 ‘[161 UI

'STUWSER Jed YIUSYOR]q
fequuryf Aq pajusied pue poUTISOP SBM SWINY SYJ, 'SOUIARI SSOIOE Jojem ALred

01 pauSisop sownfy uonedu paonpoid jueid sy, -suonesedo ueFaq yuerd
Suunogmuew 351y § [requiry ‘poued suwm sures S|yl Suun( "s908[J SUOISTE]
Jo 11513y [euONeN o) Wi Palsy are Sulpiing Ylog ‘4061 U NG e
TeWISIe1] SYI PUB “p6gT Ul }INq “Burping Jeg Jewio)) S ‘21035 3u03s PIo,,
ayy apnpur Luadsord Ajres s [requry JO SYIJeWpUR] S[qrioN  ANUNUINIOD
o) pip ospe os pardsord symouSe sy -woneSun jo juswdojoAsp
3y} yim Aqreonewresp poaoidwn pue juswiojdurs Jo 9omnos Arewmid oy
owreosq Surare] S[pUeS PLE SY) UL 9JBI0] 0] SIO|ISS PASRINOOUD IS
YoM puB[ JO SAIDB (Op9 JO WHR B PIMO[[R ‘b0s] UI $§913u07) Aq pasoidde
9oy presury ayjy, awy jo powsd pogmweds Joy puel o} jIom 03 pammbes
239M OUM SIS1I9S O) Pue[ JO SIIOB (9] PAIBIO[E IOV PESISSWOH Z98T YL

‘proJTRI 97} JO
IoZeuew [e1uad pue JUaPIsaId-001A SUIRIIq JOJB] OYM PROXIEY SGIded Uon)
93 JO TeIyo U TeqUWNN T SLWOY] WOY PAjeuSuO [[BQUITY Swed Syf
equry poweuss udsaq pey pue sdogs frelar eisAss ‘radedsmau v ‘seomgo
Teuoissajoid omy 9104 & pey uMO] 3y} ‘688 JO SO0 oY) AF "IUSWISIAS JO]
Lem oy Suwado g8 ur puey su Sumes uedaq peoey SHOEJ UOH() Y,

“prOITR] 3y} JOJ UBWISIOJ UOT}09S
JO gum [OuAT ARy JO SHOES Sy YSNOIY) PILIE]S Sem [00YOS ISIY o) (881
ul pue poYsHqeIss sem 01go 3sod Is1g oql ‘28] U “Auedmio) J}d0ISeAry
oIS Aeg 9y} JO SOUIANOR pue 359I puB pooj Joj Suiddols smam proljer
paprypour gore o1 W A1Anoe Ao oY) syeak Auewr 104 i apisaq dn Sueids
adopuy paqes jusmdpIes v -odofeIuy PO UONEIS B PIYSIRISO puE
Mequiry Aep 109531d JO 33IS 9} PAYOLAI PEOIIEY SYIR VO[] 31 L98] U]
“Auno)) suusssy) Jo uopod e AeurSuo sem [requuiry Aq pardnooo puef sy,
"TeqUIY JO JUSWYSHGeISd Y} 0) Sunnquiuos S10108] Ao 91oM pue| 93 pue
SPROI[IRI Sy} ‘SIopeSISowoy Aq §9381S PAlNuS) 971 JO uoIsuRdxs PIemISom ayT,

yumdoPAd(] [€I1I0)STH

A10)sIH



History

In 1966, George Risk Industries, Inc. moved to Kimball from Columbus,
Nebraska following the sale of $150,000 of its stock to Forward Kimball
Industries, Inc. The company manufactures high-technology products,
ranging from keyboards and switches to security systems. Additional
industries attracted to Kimball include Accessory Sales, Inc. in 1967, Rite-A-
Way Industries, Inc. in 1968, Poly-Pipe, Castronics, Inc., and Clean Harbors,
a hazardous waste disposal plant. Although the substantial growth rates
experienced during the 1950°s and 1960°’s have not been able to be
maintained, Kimball continues to serve the surrounding area as a retail,
service and employment trade center.

Previous Planning Efforts

Comprehensive Planning:

The City of Kimball has prepared comprehensive plans in previous years to
assist local decision makers with the creation of public policy to guide
physical growth and change. The most recent comprehensive plan was
completed in May, 1995. This plan, entitled Kimball, Nebraska - economic
and community development plan, contained a strong emphasis on economic
development. Community goals in the plan included:

* The expansion of existing, and attraction of new, industry.

* Re-establishing Kimball’s role as a trade center.

* Creating a sense of place.

* Develop Kimball as a regional activity center with quality
recreational, entertainment and community events.

* Maintain Kimball’s quality of life.

* Maintain and expand community services.

Future land use patterns identified in the plan suggested

commercial growth along south Chestnut toward the interstate

* development of the Interstate 80/Highway 71 intersection as
commercial

* development of the Interstate 80/Highway 30 intersection as a
travel and tourism entrance.

* expanding industrial development to the north and along the

railroad corridor

residential expansion to the south

* transitional development north of 3rd Street on either side of the

Central Business District

The plan also suggested improvements along the primary entrance corridors
to present a positive first image.

Housing Development:

In April, 1997 a document entitled The South Panhandle Housing Plan was
completed by RDG Crose, Gardner, Shukert which discussed existing
housing conditions and future housing needs in communities along Interstate
80, including the City of Kimball. Housing issues identified in the plan
included:

a lack of rental housing

a need for affordable housing

future development of retirement housing
preservation of existing housing stock

* % ¥ #
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The Environment

Introduction

The relationship of the natural environment to land use and future
development is an important factor to consider while making decisions
concerning potential uses of the land. As an understanding has grown about
the complexity of relationships between the human settlement and the natural
environment, conflicts between social and economic forces and the capability
of the environment to support development have become more apparent. As
a preliminary step in addressing these conflicts and to provide guidance for
future decision making, this section of the plan provides a brief overview of
the City’s natural environment.

Geographic Location

Kimball, the county seat of Kimball County, is located in western Nebraska
in what is generally referred to as the Panhandle. The city is located on a
major line of the Union Pacific Railroad and is the intersection point of State
Highway #71 and Interstate 80. Bushnell and Dix are the only other
incorporated places in the county and lie approximately 12 miles to the west
and 8 miles to the east of Kimball, respectively.

Denver, the nearest large metropolitan area, is located approximately 155
miles to the southwest. Lincoln and Omaha are 381 and 437 miles to the
east, respectively. Rapid City, South Dakota is located approximately 230
miles to the north.

Map 1: Location

Climate

The climate of Kimball is of a continental type with wide variations on in
temperature from season to season. Humidity and precipitation are low with
most of the rainfall coming during the summer months. Mean temperatures
range from a low of 26.8 degrees in February to 71.8 degrees in July. Due
to Kimball’s high elevation, approximately 4,800 feet, temperatures can also
vary widely from day to night. The average first killing frost occurs in late
September and the average last killing frost occurs in mid May.

Average precipitation ranges from 2.49 inches in June to just 0.41 inches in
January. Average annual rainfall and snowfall are 16.51 inches and 40.1
inches, respectively. About ten percent of area thunderstorms are
accompanied by hail.
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